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Acceptance of Green Grant Funding  

 

 

Decision made by: Karen Bradford – Chief Executive 

Decision: To formally accept the allocation of £926k Midlands Energy Hub 
Green Homes Grant  

Date: 13 April 2021 

Public or Exempt: Public  

Reasons for exemption:  

Conflicts of interest:  / No 

If yes, confirm what the interest is and that the Monitoring 
Officer has been consulted prior to taking the decision 

Policy compliant: Yes 

If no, the issue should be referred to the relevant overview and 
scrutiny committee/Cabinet before the decision can be made 

Details of delegation:  
  
 Article 16 of the Constitution provides: in an emergency, the 
Chief Executive (and any officer(s) authorised by the Chief 
Executive) is authorised to take any and / all action(s) he/she 
considers appropriate to protect and / or further the best 
interests of the Council, the district of South Kesteven and / or 
the public subject to:  
i Consultation with the Leader of the Council or in his 
/her absence the Deputy Leader and any appropriate member 
of the Cabinet  
ii A report of the action taken and the reasons behind it 
being presented to the next meeting of the Cabinet, the 
Council or the relevant Committee  
iii Informing the Opposition Group Leaders of the action 
that has been taken  
 

 

http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/mgMemberIndex.aspx?bcr=1
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Meeting%20agenda%20@southkesteven
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/mgWhatsNew.aspx?bcr=1
http://facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/mgWhatsNew.aspx?bcr=1


 
 

  

 

 

Contact 

Andrew Cotton, Director of Housing and Property  

 
01476 406080 

  andrew.cotton@southkesteven.gov.uk 
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1 The Purpose of the Report 

1.1 The report sets out the reasons for the use of the Chief Executives Emergency Powers to 

formally accept the allocation of £926k Midlands Energy Hub Green Homes Grant to 

undertake heating system improvements to the Council’s housing stock. The Council 

needs to confirm acceptance of the Grant by 15 April 2021.   

1.2 To date, improvements to SKDC housing stock have tended to focus on the ‘Decent 

Homes Standard’, and whilst this is relevant, a more ‘Fabric First’ approach is being taken 

for properties ideally achieving full insulation or significantly improved thermal 

performance. 

1.3 The grant funding is directed at lower-income households. This will be established through 

the appraisal process for individual households.  The starting point is the Council’s 

knowledge of its asset base.   

1.4 The Council is exempt from the regulations taking effect in 2025 requiring a rented 

property to have an EPC certification rating of C or above.  Nevertheless, this is a realistic 

EPC rating for the Council to aim for across its stock.  The asset management database 

indicates: 

• 934 properties in rural locations with no gas 

o Of those, 248 have an EPC rating of E, F, or G 

o 686 have a rating of D 

• 245 properties with an old solid fuel burner  

• 689 properties with old storage heaters 

1.5 Those properties not receiving new heating solutions using specific grant allocated 

investment will however be improved using the approved HRA heating and insulation 

capital investment for 21/22, and if appropriate future years’ allocations. 

1.6 Indicative use of the grant is as follows:  

Component  No of 
properties  

Cost per property  Total  

Air Source Heat Pumps  50 £12k (Grant/SKDC funded) £600k* 

Modern Storage Heaters 110 £6k (Grant/SKDC funded)  £660k*  

Solar Thermal Hot Water 
System 

110 £5k (SKDC funded)  £550k 

Windows and doors 160 £3.5k (SKDC funded) £560k  

Total capital investment  160 properties  £2.3 
million  

*£850k capital grant; £420k SKDC i.e. 1/3 match funding. 

1.7 There are, however, some risks associated with the acceptance of the grant as there is a 

tight deadline for spend of 31 December 2021.  This risk is mitigated through the use of 

framework to procure a suitable contractor and the use of the grant as additional monies 

to support the existing capital programme (i.e. this is underway)  

2 Comments of Consultees 

2.1 The Leader of the Council has been consulted, and a copy of the report shared with the 

Leader of the of the Opposition and Leader of the Labour Group. 



 

 
 

2.2 The Cabinet Member for Housing and Planning and Cabinet Member for Finance and 

Resources have been consulted and have indicated their support for this approach. 

3 Available Options Considered 

3.1 Options available for the Council include: 

1. Refuse the grant allocation – rejected due to the capital investment required in the 

Council’s HRA stock and the additional works allowed through use of the grant.  

2. Acceptance of the Green Homes Grant - to enable a significant capital investment into 

the Council’s housing stock.   

4 Preferred Option 

4.1 The preferred option is option two – accept the Green Homes Grant.  

5 Reasons for the Decision (s) 

5.1 Accepting the grant is the preferred option because this will enable a number of mainly 

rural homes to have their heating systems upgraded, including the removal of old solid fuel 

heating systems and expensive/inefficient electric storage heaters.  The works can be 

combined with improved insulation works to substantially reduce the costs of running 

outdated heating systems, improve insulation values, and significantly reduce incidents of 

damp/condensation related repair costs. 

6 Financial Implications  

7 The acceptance of this grant will increase the 2021/22 HRA Capital budget for Heating 

and Insulation works from £3.885m to £4.811m.  There are specific conditions attached to 

the grant in respect of the deadline for expenditure to be incurred and the reporting and 

monitoring requirements, so it is important to ensure the project is robustly managed in 

order to meet the grant requirements.  

 Financial Implications reviewed by: Alison Hall-Wright, Head of Finance 

8 Legal and Governance Implications 

The grant is required to be spent by 31 December 2021, and it is suggested that updates 

on the spend are provided to members, particularly if there is a risk of not achieving the 

grant conditions. 

Legal Implications reviewed by: Shahin Ismail, Assistant Director of Law and 

Governance 

9 Equality and Safeguarding implications 

9.1 This decision will support the Council in improving the quality of its social housing stock, 

with links to better health and financial sustainability outcomes for tenants. 

10 How will the recommendations support South Kesteven District 

Council’s declaration of a climate emergency? 

10.1 The decision will support the declaration of a climate emergency by improving the energy 

performance of the Council’s housing stock. 

11 Appendices 



 

 
 

11.1 None 

Report Timeline: Call-in deadline (where applicable) N/A 

Date decision effective (subject to call-in)  N/A 

 

Signed by: 

  

Date:  15.04.21 


